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dinner given by Aehrenthal he met the Hungarian Minister,
President Wekerle, a wily Swabian veneered with the mincing
speech of a Magyar parliamentarian.
IN VENICE
Acting on the hint given to me in Billow's name, I visited
the Imperial Chancellor a little later in Italy, where he had
just arrived accompanied by his wife. Ambassador von
Flotow, and his doctor,. Professor Renvers. The main object
of his visit was to recuperate from his illness, but affairs of
State also played their part. And in Venice, too, he remained
in touch with the Foreign Office, whose chief was Herr von
Schoen. He had meetings in Italy with Giolitti, then
Minister-President, and Tittoni, once more Foreign Minister.
The spectre of Morocco haunted him in his gondola on the
Grand Canal, and on his walks over the bridges and on the
Lido.
He was pleased to find that the Italian statesmen showed a
disposition to side henceforward with Germany and Austria-
Hungary in regard to Balkan questions. At the same time he
was glad to obtain relief from cares of State in that friendly
conversation for which the city of lagoons provided so splendid
a setting.